IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 2, 9, 11, 12 and 15 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
subject matter and amend the claims as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A network configuration method of configuring a 
wireless network, comprising: 

an access point device receiving a network configuration request for 
configuring a new wireless network comprising the access point device and at least one 
client terminal; 

a first display step of displaying a first cipher key and a network identifier 
on a display unit of the access point device, the first cipher key and the network identifier 
being used for establishing a first wireless communication link through a first encrypted 
communication that does not require an authentication process: 

a first link establishing step of establishing, between the access point device 
and a client terminal, the [[a]] first wireless communication link bv inputting the first 
cipher key and the network identifier into the client terminal tlu ' ough a fkst encrypted 
communicati o n tliat d o es n o t requke an autlienticati o n pr o cess ; 

a second display step of displaying the client terminal on the display unit of 
the access point device, the first wireless communication link having been established 
between the client terminal and the access point device in the first link establishing step: 

a determination step of determining whether the client terminal is to be 
authorized to participate in the network which is configured with a second wireless 
communication link through a second encrypted communication that requires the 



authentication process, where the client terminal is determined on the basis of a user 
operation from among client terminals which are displayed in the second display step 
whether o r n o t the client terminal is autli o rized t o be c o nfigui - ed in tlie netw o rk witli tlie 

a sending step of, if the determination step determines that the client 
terminal is authorized to be configured in the network with the access point device, the 
access point device sending authentication data from said access point device to said client 
terminal in a state where the first wireless communication link through said first encrypted 
communication is established; 

a link discarding step of discarding the first wireless communication link 
through said first encrypted communication between said access point device and said 
client terminal in response to the sending of the authentication data to the client terminal 
by the access point device at said sending step; and 

a second link establishing step of establishing, between said access point 
device and said client terminal, [[a]] tiie second wireless communication link through [[a]] 
the second encrypted communication that requires [[an]] tiie authentication process using 
the authentication data sent to said client terminal after discarding the first communication 
link at said link discarding step , the second wireless conmiunication link having the same 
network identifier as that of the first wireless communication link . 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 
claim [[2]] i, further comprising a selection step of selecting a client terminal to be 
permitted with permitting said second encrypted communication from among a plurality of 
client terminals with which a link is established at said first link establishing step, wherein 
said sending step sends the authentication data to said client terminal selected at said 
selection step. 

4. (Previously Presented) The network configuration method according to 
claim 3, wherein said selection step comprises making said selection on the basis of a user 
operation. 

5. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 
claim [[2]] 1, further comprising a selection step of selecting a client terminal to be 
permitted with permitting said second encrypted communication from among a plurality of 
client terminals with which a link is established at said first link establishing step, and a 
filter setting step of setting address filtering based on the selection at said selection step. 

6. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 

claim [[2]] 1, wherein said second link establishing step comprises establishing the 
second wireless communication link through said second encrypted communication in 
accordance with an authentication result from said authentication process. 

7. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 



-4- 



claim [[2]] 1, wherein the authentication in said authentication process is performed by 
said access point device communication appai ' atus . 

8. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 
claim [[2]] 1, further comprising a creation step of creating the authentication data sent at 
said sending step. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The network configuration method according to 
claim [[2]] i, wherein the authentication data sent at said sending step is effective for a 
fixed period of time. 

11. and 12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A wireless communication system comprising: 
network configuration request receiving means for receiving, from a client 

terminal to an access point device, a request for configuring a new wireless network 

comprising the client terminal and the access point device; 

a display unit of the access point device for displaying a first cipher key and 

a network identifier, the first cipher key and the network identifier being used for 

establishing a first wireless communication link through a first encrypted communication 

that does not require an authentication process: 
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first link establishing means for establishing, between the access point 
device and the client terminal, the [[a]] first wireless communication link by inputting the 
first cipher key and the network identifier into the client terminal tlu -o u | £h a fii - st encrypted 
c o mmunicati o n that d o es n o t requiir an autlienticati o n pr o cess , wherein when the first 
wireless communication link has been established between the access point and the client 
terminal, the client terminal is displayed on the display unit of the access point deyice : 

determination means for determining whether the client terminal is to be 
authorized to participate in the network which is configured with a second wireless 
communication link through a second encrypted communication that requires the 
authentication process, where the client terminal is determined on the basis of a user 
operation from among client terminals which are displayed on the display unit whether or 
n o t the client terminal is autli o rized t o be c o n f igured in tlie netw o rk witli tlie access p o int 

sending means for, if the determination means determines that the client 
terminal is authorized to be configured in the network with the access point deyice, 
sending authentication data from said access point deyice to said client terminal in a state 
where the first wireless communication link through said first encrypted communication is 
established; 

link discarding means for discarding the first wireless communication link 
through said first encrypted communication between said access point device and said 
client terminal in response to the sending of the authentication data to the client terminal 
by said sending means; and 

second link establishing means for establishing, between the access point 
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device and the client terminal, [[a]] Ae second wireless communication link through the 
[[a]] second encrypted communication that requires [[an]] the authentication process using 
the authentication data sent to said client terminal, after discarding the first communication 
link by said link discarding means , the second wireless communication link having the 
same network identifier as that of the first wireless communication link . 

14. (Currently Amended) An access point device for a wireless 
communication network, comprising: 

network configuration request receiving means for receiving, from a client 
terminal, a request for configuring a new wireless communication network comprising the 
client terminal and the access point device; 

a display unit for displaying a first cipher key and a network identifier, the 
first cipher key and the network identifier being used for establishing a first wireless 
communication link through a first encrypted communication that does not require an 
authentication process: 

first link establishing means for establishing, between the access point 
device and the client terminal, tiie [[a]] first wireless communication link by inputting the 
first cipher key and the network identifier into the client terminal tlu -o ugh a fkst encrypted 
communication that does no t require an au t hen t ica t ion process , wherein when the first 
wireless communication link has been established between the access point and the client 
terminal, the client terminal is displayed on the display unit of the access point device : 

determination means for determining whether the client terminal is to be 
authorized to participate in the network which is configured with a second wireless 

-7- 



communication link through a second encrypted communication that requires the 
authentication process, where the client terminal is determined on the basis of a user 
operation from among client terminals which have been displayed on the display unit 
whether o r n o t the client terminal is autli o rized t o be c o n f lgui ' ed in die netw o rk wi t h, tlie 



sending means for, if the determination means determines that the client 
terminal is authorized to be configured in the network with the access point device, 
sending authentication data to said client terminal in a state where the first wireless 
communication link is established by said first link establishing means; 

link discarding means for discarding the first wireless communication link 
established by said first link establishing means between said client terminal and said 
access point device, in response to the sending of the authentication data to the client 
terminal by said sending means; and 

second link establishing means for establishing, between said client 
terminal and said access point device, tiie [[a]] second wireless communication link 
through Ae [[a]] second encrypted communication that requires [[an]] Ae authentication 
process using the authentication data sent to said client terminal, after discarding the first 
communication link by said link discarding means , the second wireless communication 
link having the same network identifier as that of the first wireless communication link . 




15. (Canceled) 
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